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Hopefully you have all survived the cold snap without too
much damage. There have been a few sheds down and sheep
stuck on hills, but it is admittedly quite nice to have a real
winter to kill off some of the over-wintering bugs that linger
in the wet. If you have any concerns about feed availability

please contact us in the office.

Spring does feel imminent—calving, early lambs and certainly
a lot of talk about spring cereals and what crops to grow this
year. Please look at your nutrient status, and especially your
lime requirements and soil pH. Quite a few organic farmers
regret complacency on pH as the soil can take a few years to
recover. Don’t forget your grass fields as low pH encourages
weed ingress, yields suffer and clover density can also take a
battering. Soil sampling is not expensive in the scheme of
things and your knowledge of your soil and its capability is
key to optimising organic soil performance.

The last round of SRDP Rural Priorities gives us some
encouraging news with anecdotal success rates for organic
contracts around 70%. No dates are yet announced for the
2010 RPAC rounds. | am certain that competition will remain
strong and so you must build your case to the highest quality
possible.

Those of you are in the Argyll, Ayr, Clyde and Forth regions
may notice that the organic priority o7b has now been
changed so that it does not mention the Organic Action Plan
(out of date since 2007) and now includes organic
maintenance rather than prioritising organic conversion. It
has been a key part of my discussions with Scottish
Government, that organic maintenance is as important, if not
more so, than conversion. Continuing support of
maintenance agreements reflects the effort and investment
that existing organic farmers have made during the
conversion process, as well as having established markets for
organic produce. Maintenance agreements protect previous
years ‘ public investment made to farmers who received

support under the OAS.

The Brian Pack Review is the current hot topic. SOPA will
respond to the current consultation so if you have any views
on organic farming and future support please contact me.

Debs

"‘*)si()pa
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Dedicated page to organic processing updates

Burning issues you want to get off your chest? Email in your
letters and they will be included in the next issue.

Want an answer to a technical problem? Or share a solution?
Email deborah.roberts@sfqc.co.uk

—Ilimited places to our
! workshop in
Inverness, so hurry and book now. See back page for more
information. We will run this workshop in the south later in
March so register your interest now (contact Debs)
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Be vigilant for sheep scab
DON'T IGNORE IT—TREAT IT

If you do suspect that scab is present
among your flock you must take
action without delay 2




organic food Erocessing uEdates

EU Logo Announced

The European Commission has
officially announced the winner of
the EU Organic logo competition.
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What does our land contribute to
the nation?

How should government policy
lead to better management of
natural assets?

How can land use policy lead to
sustainable economic growth?
How can land use mitigate climate
change?

What goals do you have for land
use?
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sowing the seeds for organic growth
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organic crop reminders

Rotation

What to grow and at what point
in your rotation? Two major
factors will influence your
decision: market demand for the
crop you wish to grow, and
nutrient requirements of the
crop. Wheat and barley usually
follow the clover ley (fertility
building part of the rotation),
while oats can tolerate lower
fertility levels at the end of the
fertility-depletion part of the
rotation. Oats, being taller
strawed also cope well with
undersowing, especially if red
clover is in the grass-clover mix.
Combines can struggle to cut
through dense clover swards,
especially in a wet harvest. If
you can cut it undersown oat
straw makes excellent buffer

feeding especially for suckler

COws.

Farm soil ype and texture
Sandy soils allow early spring
sowing whereas heavy soils
favour winter crops. Sandy soils
do not retain nutrients well but
are lighter, easier worked and
dry out faster. Heavier clay type

soils need more time to dry out

and are more susceptible to com-

paction. Whilst they hold onto
nutrients better soils with high
water content can restrict the
behaviour of plant roots in
extracting the nutrients. Air is
important to nutrient availability
in the soil profile, hence growing

popularity of soil spikers.

pH

It can be easy to become
complacent with lime but it can
be costly if you don’t pay
sufficient attention to your soil
pH. Regularly analyse your soils
and apply lime as necessary.
Mag-lime and gypsum are
permitted for use under the SOPA
standards; any other lime
products check with the office
prior to use and with your soil
test results to hand. Lime can
take up to a year to work so
please pay attention to your soil
pH.

Farm Yard Manure

Well rotted manure is a cure-all
for both clay and sandy soils: it
will increase retention ability in
light soils and improve friability in
heavy soils. The SOPA organic
standards are specific in stating
that using manures is the basis of
soil fertility and should be
managed carefully to ensure
maximum nutrient value is
recycled to the soil. Home pro-
duced manures should be stacked
or composted for at least three
months. Non-organic manures
cannot be imported or used
without prior permission from the

office.

Organic Seed

Availability of seed can be
checked with Alison in the SOPA
office on 0131 335 6606 or at

www.organicxseeds.co.uk

If a derogation for non-organic
seed is required, you must
complete the derogation form

PRIOR to purchase.

Field weed burden

Weed control methods (cultural
or mechanical) are very
important in organic farming
systems whereas conventional
systems rely on chemicals.
Grass/clover leys are a good
way of control weeds, but open
crops such as beans may
encourage the build up of
weeds. Species and variety
choice are particularly
important in helping to control
weed development, for
example oats & triticale are
better at competing against
weeds. Tall strawed varieties
and varieties with prostate leaf
growth opposed to erect will be
better placed to smother
weeds. It may be an old
wives’ tale but some farmers
sow east to west rather than
north to south, so that sunlight
shades across drill direction.
Closely spaced rows also aid
weed competition and improve

yield.

Pest and Disease

control

Can be difficult in some
organically grown crops and
cultural methods of weed
control should form basis of
pest & disease management on
farm. Rotation is vitally
important to avoid build up of
pests and fungal diseases.
Choose crop varieties that are
shown to have high resistance
levels to pests and diseases.
Check SAC and HGCA
Recommended Variety lists. Bi-
cropping (sowing two varieties
of same species) also offers
cross-varietal benefits for

disease control.



Grganic beef

Buy, gat, and help 1o conserve
the rare Shetland Cattle bresgd
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advandng emdmommental technology

Total crop nutrition:
We provide a comprehensive range of liquid &
solid fertilisers together with trace elements -
all certified for use in organic growing systams.
# our liquid fertilisers are raffinate-free #

An Fspiring venue for
oo training, seminars, events
and mestings
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Formulated to help the grower address
nutrient deficiencies and boost growth
in pocr or stressed crops.

Bio-degradable mulching films:
NOW CERTIFIED BY OF&G
| 00% non-GM plant starch based bio-films

for weed control and crop earliness -

bio-degradable and residue free.

For all your certified and low-input needs
COMEACT WS on:

Telephone: 01673 885175

Ervail:
sales@ilex-ervirosciences.com
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compliant with EN 13432 as fully compostable,

Hollstlc Management Approach To Orgamc Farmmg

Tina Morris = newest team member of

Advanced Ruminant Nutrition is an independent
supply & consultancy company with years of agricul-
tural experience. Tina Morris joined the Advanced
Nutrition team in November 09. The business’s main
aim for all its customers is to help them increase
their profitability, offering an holistic approach to
farming which many of you have already embraced
along with tailor made practical nutritional and
management solutions.

Tina Morris

01768 361314
07825445636

In a short space of time Tina has learned the value of looking at the
farm as a “whole” entity, where every action has a reaction and that
nothing exists in isolation. This approach helps when tackling any
problem and urges a degree of caution. As organic farmers we are
encouraged to consider what effects any changes we make may
impact upon elsewhere, either on our own farms or environmentally.
Many of you may know Tina from her previous role at BOCM
Pauls. Tina explains "Customers may have thought I had dropped off
the face of the earth but now I am looking forward to re-establishing
contact this year.”
Tina is also a second year student at Scottish Agricultural College,
Aberdeen, studying for a Diploma in Organic Farming. Specialising in
certification, soil science, crops, livestock and forage, Tina is also un-
dertaking a project comparing lameness in organic and non-organic
dairy farms. Advanced Nutrition have a full range of Organic com-
pounds for Dairy, Beef and Sheep as well as Organic Blends. Also
available are Organic blocks, additives such as Yeast and silage inocu-
lants. Services offered by the Advanced Nutrition Team range from
silage sampling, bespoke organic rations and exclusive comprehensive
farm assessment involving a day on farm looking at any particular
areas you wish to improve upon.
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The Cairngorms National Park Authority
(CNPA) will be hosting an On-farm Renew-
ables Hydro & Biomass event at Kincraig
Community Hall, with an afternoon visit to
Alvie Estate. Speakers include Jim Booth,
SAOS, Hugh Raven, Ardtornish Es-
tate, Forestry Commission Scotland, Highland
Birchwoods, RD Energy Solutions and Energy
Saving Scotland. Places at this event are free of
charge, for land managers, farmers and agents
working in the Park Area.
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The technical session in the morning will
include presentations from SAC, Earthcare
Technical & SGRPID. They will look at storage
& handling, when, where

and how much to apply, putting a nutrient
value on FYM/slurry, benefits to production,
role & benefits of composting and the funding
options under SRDP.
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A lowland mixed farm finishing cattle, sheep
and pigs. Crop rotation is 4-5 years grass then 4
years cropping — winter barley, OSR, winter
wheat, spring barley, and grass undersown.
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In summer 2008 a new 200 cow dairy unit was
built. The cows are currently averaging about
9000 litres and are TMR fed all year round and
strip grazed in

paddocks during summer months. Cropping
includes winter wheat for crimping, spring
wheat for wholecrop, fodder beet with remain-
der down to grass for

grazing and silage. All slurry is umbilical
spread using splash plate and sometimes by
injector. Slurry storage is about 2 million
gallons.

The cost is £40.00 plus VAT. For further
details call Lyn on 0131 666 0847 or email
Imatheson@soilassociation.org to book call
Erika on 0131 666 2474 or

email emartin@soilassociation.org
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Training workshop
Demystifying the
Organic
Standards

“An excellent
refresher
course.”

4th March 2010

£20+VAT per person
Glachbeg Education Centre,
North Kessock, Inverness

This training workshop will translate the
organic standards into everyday language.
You will learn what records you need to keep
and how to prepare for an organic
inspection. We will explain the requirements
for managing organic livestock and the
importance of conversion start dates.

PLUS Open Q&A Session

Limited places so contact Debs Roberts for
further information

Direct Dial 0131 335 6619

Mobile 0773322 8701

Email deborah.roberts@sfgc.co.uk
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Organic Opportunities 2010
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SAC DEMONSTRATION FARM WALK
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT &
PLANNING FOR 2010
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Scottish Food Quality Certification (SFQC) and SOPA

has made every effort to ensure that the information contained in this Newsletter is accurate. No legal responsibility is accepted for errors,

omissions or misleading statements in that information caused by negligence or otherwise. No responsibility is accepted in regard to the
standing of any firms, companies or individuals mentioned in this Newsletter.
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