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Hopefully you have all survived the cold snap without too 

much damage.  There have been a few sheds down and sheep 

stuck on hills, but it is admittedly quite nice to have a real  

winter to kill off some of the over-wintering bugs that linger 

in the wet.   If you have any concerns about feed availability 

please contact us in the office.   

 

Spring does feel imminent—calving, early lambs and certainly 

a lot of talk about spring cereals and what crops to grow this 

year.  Please look at your nutrient status, and especially your 

lime requirements and soil pH.  Quite a few organic farmers 

regret complacency on pH as the soil can take a few years to  

recover.  Don’t forget your grass fields as low pH encourages 

weed ingress, yields suffer and clover density can also take a 

battering.  Soil sampling is not expensive in the scheme of 

things and your knowledge of your soil and its capability is 

key to optimising organic soil performance. 

 

The last round of SRDP Rural Priorities gives us some  

encouraging news with anecdotal success rates for organic 

contracts around 70%.  No dates are yet announced for the 

2010 RPAC rounds.  I am certain that competition will remain 

strong and so you must build your case to the highest quality 

possible.   

 

Those of you are in the Argyll, Ayr, Clyde and Forth regions 

may notice that the organic priority 07b has now been 

changed so that it does not mention the Organic Action Plan 

(out of date since 2007) and now includes organic  

maintenance rather than prioritising organic conversion.  It 

has been a key part of my discussions with Scottish  

Government, that organic maintenance is as important, if not 

more so, than conversion.  Continuing support of  

maintenance agreements reflects the effort and investment  

that existing organic farmers have made during the  

conversion process, as well as having established markets for 

organic produce.  Maintenance agreements protect previous 

years ‘ public investment made to farmers who received  

support under the OAS. 

 

The Brian Pack Review is the current hot topic. SOPA will  

respond to the current consultation so if you have any views 

on organic farming and future support please contact me. 

Debs Debs Debs Debs     

SOPA Contacts 

Jane Ellis, Senior Manager (Technical, SOPA Scheme and      
Certification) Tel 0131 335 6606 jane.ellis@sfqc.co.uk 
 
Deborah Roberts, Development Manager Tel 0131 335 6619 or 
0773322 8701 deborah.roberts@sfqc.co.uk 
 
Joanna Sinclair, Certification Officer , Tel 0131 335 6606 
joanna.sinclair@sfqc.co.uk 
 
Alison Redfearn, Scheme Administrator Tel 0131 335 6606      
alison.redfearn@sfqc.co.uk 
 
General Enquiries can also be directed to info@sopa.org.uk 

NEW to the Newsletter 
Dedicated page to organic processing updates 

PLUS 
Letters to the Editor   
Burning issues you want to get off your chest?  Email in your 

letters and they will be  included in the next issue. 

Q&A 
Want an answer to a technical problem?  Or share a solution?   

Email deborah.roberts@sfqc.co.uk 

SOPA Training workshops—limited places to our           

Demystifying the organic standards workshop in 

Inverness, so hurry and book now. See back page for more 

information. We will run this workshop in the south later in 

March so register your interest now (contact Debs) 
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organic farm certification updates 

Sheep Scab  
The sheep scab mite (Psoroptes ovis) is 
a highly contagious disease that  
significantly effects flock management 
practices for organic farmers.  We have 
had a few reports of sheep scab in  
recent weeks so please remain vigilant. 

 
Prevention is better than cure 
The cornerstone for organic animal 
health protection is prevention—good 
biosecurity is so important.  Check your 
fences and be strict about preventing 
contact with neighbouring flocks.  
Communicate with your grazier if you 
are wintering sheep away from home. 
 

Treating Sheep Scab 
You cannot treat unless you have test 
results confirming scab.  Contact your 
vet to discuss skin sampling and to  
arrange laboratory tests.  Let us know 
the test results as soon as you can. 
 
Your vet may need to assess you as 
high risk if there is an outbreak on 
neighbouring farms. 
 

Veterinary Treatments 
You are NOT PERMITTED to use OP 
dips (SOPA Standard 3.6.7).  We 
strongly advise you to consider  
withdrawal periods for injectibles. For      
instance using Dectomax will trigger 
140-day organic withdrawal period.  The 
type of product you use will depend on 
the animals you are treating and your 
scab history.  Record all vetmeds in your 
medicine records. 
 

Health Plan 
You need to review and update your 
Livestock Management Plan if you are  
assessed as high risk or suffer an  
outbreak.  We strongly recommend you 
instigate a Scab Plan with your 
neighbours and vets—contact us for 
more information as we have now 
started a few of these in areas where 
scab is a problem.  
 

DON’T IGNORE IT—TREAT IT 
If you do suspect that scab is present 

among your flock you must take  

action without delay  

2009 Non-  
Compliances 
The top non-compliance in 2009 was 

failure to apply for grass seed mix 

derogations PRIOR to sowing.  If you 

are sowing a 65%organic with 35% 

non-organic you still need a  

derogation for the non-organic part of 

the mix. 

 

We can help 
There is really no need for this as we 

offer a seed-sourcing service for you.  

Call Alison in the SOPA office on 

0131 335 6606 and she will check 

availability and stockists of your   

selected variety.  

 

DIY 
If you prefer, you can DIY by going 

online to www.organicXseeds.com 

and you can search seed availability 

to your heart’s content. 

 

Save a Stamp 
You can also download seed  

derogations forms from the SOPA 

website, complete them online and 

email them to us. 

Things to do right now 
 
Grass seed derogation  
65% organic~35% non organic maximum permitted in mixes 

 
 
Potato seed derogations 
 
 
Call Alison in the SOPA office 0131 335 6606  
to check organic seed availability, or do it yourself at 
www.organicXseeds.com 
 
 
 
Be vigilant for sheep scab 

� 

� 

� 

� 

Livestock health 
Bluetongue Vaccinations 
It is now voluntary to vaccinate 
against BTV but we would  
encourage all members to attain 
Best Practice and continue their 
vaccination programme.  Record this 
in your medicine book. 
 

BVD 
Again, we strongly encourage best 
practice for monitoring disease.  
Please blood test all breeding cows 
and heifers for BVD and vaccinate 
your animals, including bulls.      
Record this in your medicine book. 
 

Fluke in cattle and sheep 
Liver fluke is increasingly prevalent.  
It saps health and can take many 
months for the animal to recover.  
Weight gain will be difficult to 
achieve.  There are several products 
you can use so please discuss with 
your vet what treatments suit your 
herd and flock best.  Record in your 
medicine book and note DOUBLE 
WITHDRAWAL PERIODS 
 

Lungworm 
We have had a few reports about 
lungworm. Please test and update 
your health plan, calling the office 
prior to treating.  Observe the     
DOUBLE WITHDRAWAL PERIOD 
and record in your medicine book. 
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organic food processing updates 

The European Commission has     

officially announced the winner of 

the EU Organic logo competition.  

Over 130,000 people voted online to 
choose the new symbol from designs 
created by three finalists. The winner, 
Dusan Milenkovic, a student from    
Germany, wins €6000 for creating a 
nature-inspired leaf shape composed of 
the EU stars against a green back-
ground.   

The new EU organic logo will become 
compulsory for all new organic pre-
packed foods produced in the EU from 
1st July 2010.  

HOWEVER there will be a lead in time 
until 1st January 2012 before existing 
labels need to be changed. The new 
legislation requires that the code number 
of the organic certifier is placed directly 
under the new EU logo so as a SOPA 
member you will have to include the 
following phrase 

GB Organic Certification 3 

You are also required to include in the 
same visual field as the logo, an  
indication of the place where the  
agricultural raw materials contained in 
the product, were farmed. 
 
Unlike some other organic certifiers,  
SOPA is not making the use of it’s logo 
compulsory as we are sensitive to the 
size constraints on product labels  
however we will be delighted if our mem-
bers can find the space on their labels to 
include the SOPA logo. 
 

EU Logo Announced 

Meat Stamps 

If you are in possession of a meat 
stamp issued by SOPA, then you can 
continue to use it regardless of the 
changes being made to labelling.  

The organic regulations allow for 5% 
non-organic ingredients; however they 
must be ones listed in Sections 7.4, 7.5 
and 7.6 of the SOPA Processing  
Manual. If you cannot find an organic 
version of an ingredient, then please  
contact us to check if we know of any 
alternative suppliers. Should we not be 
able to help you, then you must  apply to 
DEFRA on form (OB9) for a derogation 
to use the non-organic version of the 
ingredient. You must have a valid dero-
gation in place BEFORE you start to use 
the non-organic ingredient. 

Please check your recipes and ensure 
your ingredients all comply with the 
SOPA Standards. 

Ingredients 

The revised organic regulations which 
came into effect on 1st January 2009 
increased the number of processing 
categories that must be certified as 
organic . Wholesalers and storage  
operations which handle pre-packed 
organic goods fall under the  
requirements of the revised legislation 
and must be registered with an organic 
certifier such as SOPA and be         
inspected at a  minimum every three 
years. In the intervening years, a  
desktop evaluation can be undertaken if 
deemed appropriate. 

Exporters of organic goods also need to 
be registered with an organic certifier. 

So if you are aware of anyone who falls 
into these categories, then please let us 
know. 

Wholesaling and 
Storage 

Labelling  

See section 6 of the SOPA Processing 
Manual. Call us to discuss your ideas 
for labelling and we can advise you on 
the legal requirements. It is a good 
idea to submit DRAFT labels to SOPA 
for approval before incurring printing 
costs. 
Just to complicate matters…………     
if you have a stock of printed  
packaging or labels, you may continue 
to use them until 1 January 2012. If 
you have goods that were packed and 
labelled before 1 January 2009, you 
may  
continue to sell then and continue to 
use printed packaging or labels until 1 
January 2012.  
 
 HOWEVER  you should not order 
large stocks of existing label designs. 
. 

Just in time for Easter there has been  
an amendment to one of the new  
organic regulations which  permits  
DEFRA, on a temporary basis,  
to give authorisations for the use 
of certain natural colours and  
some forms of iron oxide and iron  
hydroxides to colour the shells of  
organic hard boiled eggs (not  
chocolate). 

Another bit of good news…..   Cream of 
Tartar E336 is a permitted additive for 
organic products. 
Food additives have not been  included 
in the calculation of the % organic agri-
cultural material in your recipes until 
now but from 1 July 2010 certain  
additives, listed in section 7.4 of the 
SOPA Processing  Manual, and marked 
with an “*” and in bold type, have to be 
classed as agricultural  ingredients and      
included in the calculation for the % 
organic agricultural material. 
 
Please make sure that you check your 
recipes NOW and speak to SOPA if you 
find that the % falls below 95% organic. 

Nitrates and Nitrites 
You may be aware that nitrate and 
nitrite levels have been reduced under 
recently amended food legislation. For 
some time there has been talk about 
withdrawing the use of nitrates and 
nitrites in organic meats products such 
as bacon. DEFRA have arranged a 
Stakeholder meeting to discuss this on 
02 March 2010. If you have any com-
ments regarding this proposal, please 
let Debs know no later than 28th Feb. 
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other newsother newsother newsother news 

The Scotland Food & Drink  
Excellence Awards are open for 
entries and the organisers are urging 
Scottish businesses to bolster their 
credentials by entering these  
national ‘Oscars’ of the food and 
drink industry.  
 
Now in their ninth year and jointly 
organised by RHASS and Scotland 
Food & Drink, these prestigious 
awards have helped numerous  
businesses increase their profile, 
gain deserved recognition, secure 
valuable listings and increase profits.  
 
Gareth Baird, director Food & Drink 
of the Royal Highland and  
Agricultural Society of Scotland, 
said: "These awards have really 
gone from strength to strength and 
enabled a number of companies to 
grow as a result of winning a  
category. There is real value in  
winning an award, especially since 
we have much to be proud of within 
the industry."  The Scotland Food & 
Drink Excellence Awards will take 
place at the Benromach Distillery in 
Forres on Thursday, 6th May 2010 
(www.benromach.com).  It's the first 
time that Scotland's food and drink 
'Oscars' will take place outside the 
Central Belt. 

The closing date for entries is 22nd 
February 2010 for the product     
categories and 6th March 2010 for 
all other categories (Note - the latter 
date applies for the ‘Success 
Through Working in Partnership’ 
category).  

If you need any more information or 
an application form please go to  

http://www.scotlandfoodanddrink.org             

scotland national 
land use strategy 
consultation 

scotland food & 
drink excellence 
awards   

Do you have an opinion about how 
we should protect our land? 
 
Scottish Government has asked for 
public responses to its latest  
consultation about sustainable land 
use. 
 
What does our land contribute to 

the nation? 

How should government policy 

lead to better management of 

natural assets? 

How can land use policy lead to 

sustainable economic growth? 

How can land use mitigate climate 

change? 

What goals do you have for land 

use? 

 
 SOPA obviously believes that    
organic farming has a tremendous 
amount to offer to Scotland’s land 
use.  You can help keep up the  
profile for organic farming and the 
benefits it brings to Scotland and its 
people.  Write to 
 
Land Use Strategy Branch  
The Scottish Government  
1A North  
Victoria Quay  
Leith  
EDINBURGH  
EH6 6QQ 

Or complete the online form  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/
Countryside/Landusestrategy/forum 

 

american organic 
standards 

The USDA have just announced 
organic standards for dairy and beef 
production.  Organic American  
ruminants are prohibited from the 
use of hormones or routine  
antibiotics.  Feed  cannot be  
produced with chemical fertilisers, 
pesticides or genetically modified 
seeds. 
 
As from June 17 2010 ruminants 
must also have a minimum of 120 
days grazing at outdoor pastures, 
and a minimum of 30% of the  
animal’s diet must be from naturally 
grazed grass.   
 
The move is welcomed by US  
 industry groups who believe this will 
give the consumer more confidence 
in the reputation for organic food.  

organicUK 
media  
campaign 
launches 
Keep an eye on the press in the 
coming weeks—especially The 
Guardian, Twitter, Facebook as the 
Organic Trade Board commences a 
major media offensive to raise the 
profile of organic food in the UK. 
 

www.whyiloveorganic.co.uk 
 
www.twitter.com/
whyiloveorganic 
 
www.facebook.com/
whyiloveorganic 
 

 protects soil 
 
captures soil carbon 
 
protects traditional farming 
techniques 
 
protects biodiversity 
 
protects water quality 
 
relies on natural products 
and recycling, working with 
natural systems rather 
than dominating our  
natural environment. 
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sowing the seeds for organic growth  

Sharing a like-minded ap-
proach to sustainable food 
and farming, Triodos Bank 
is delighted to be working 
in partnership with SOPA 
in 2010.  
 
Triodos has actively  
supported organic food 
and farming for 30 years, 
and finances nearly 250 
organic farms across the 
UK. The projects we  
support include everything 
from a one-acre walled 
garden to a 2,000 acre 
estate, farm shops, box 
schemes, restaurants and 
processors. 
 
We offer a comprehensive 
range of banking services 
and genuinely understand 
organic business’ opera-
tions and most importantly, 
their financial require-
ments. We’re proud to be 

unlike any other  
commercial bank, existing 
to use money in a way 
that’s better for people and 
the planet. We’re genuinely 
transparent and only lend 
to and invest in  
organisations that benefit 
people and the environ-
ment – visit 
www.knowwhereyourmone
ygoes.co.uk to see every-
one we lend to in your area 
and across the country. 
Indeed, we can claim to be 
the most sustainable bank 
in the world, winning the 
Financial Times’  
prestigious sustainable 
banking awards in 2009.  
 
Our lending in Scotland 
grew by 54% last year, and 
the organic food and  
farming sector was one of 
the main contributors to 
our growth. And because 

growing the organic sector 
is a key area in the fight 
against climate change, 
we’re keen to do a lot 
more.   
 
If you’d like to discuss how 
Triodos Bank could provide 
you with competitive and 
flexible banking that  
supports your aims and 
values, contact either 
David Cousland or Ian 
Price. We’d love to hear 
from you.    
  
 
CONTACT 
David Cousland, Regional Man-
ager (Scotland & NE England) 
32 Annandale Street Lane, Edin-
burgh. EH7 4LS 

Tel. 0131 557 5528 e-mail                 
david.cousland@triodos.co.uk 

Ian Price, Senior Manager, Farm-
ing, Food and Trade 

“B anks should be scrutinised and asked about their role in developing a more sustainable soci-
ety, especially as the public have so publicly supported their rescue. Surely it's fair to ensure they 
look beyond short term profit and towards the wider impact of their activities. The health of our soil 
and countryside is just one area where banks can use their leverage for good."  

Ian Price, Senior Manager Food Farming and Trade, Triodos Bank 
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Field weed burden  
Weed control methods (cultural 

or mechanical) are very  

important in organic farming 

systems whereas conventional 

systems rely on chemicals.  

Grass/clover leys are a good 

way of control weeds, but open 

crops such as beans may  

encourage the build up of 

weeds.  Species and variety 

choice are particularly  

important in helping to control 

weed development, for  

example oats & triticale are 

better at competing against 

weeds.  Tall strawed varieties 

and varieties with prostate leaf 

growth opposed to erect will be 

better placed to smother 

weeds.  It may be an old 

wives’ tale but some farmers 

sow east to west rather than 

north to south, so that sunlight 

shades across drill direction. 

Closely spaced rows also aid 

weed competition and improve 

yield. 

 

Pest and Disease  

control 
Can be difficult in some 

organically grown crops and 

cultural methods of weed  

control should form basis of 

pest & disease management on 

farm.  Rotation is vitally  

important to avoid build  up of 

pests and fungal diseases.   

Choose crop varieties that are 

shown to have high resistance 

levels to pests and diseases.  

Check SAC and HGCA  

Recommended Variety lists. Bi-

cropping (sowing two varieties 

of same species) also offers 

cross-varietal benefits for  

disease control. 

organic crop reminders 

Rotation 

What to grow and at what point 

in your rotation?  Two major 

factors will influence your  

decision: market demand for the 

crop you wish to grow, and  

nutrient requirements of the 

crop.  Wheat and barley usually 

follow the clover ley (fertility 

building part of the rotation), 

while oats can tolerate lower 

fertility levels at the end of the 

fertility-depletion part of the  

rotation. Oats, being taller 

strawed also cope well with  

undersowing, especially if red 

clover is in the grass-clover mix.  

Combines can struggle to cut 

through dense clover swards, 

especially in a wet harvest.  If 

you can cut it undersown oat 

straw makes excellent buffer 

feeding especially for suckler 

cows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm soil type and texture  

Sandy soils allow early spring 

sowing whereas heavy soils   

favour winter crops. Sandy soils 

do not retain nutrients well but 

are lighter, easier worked and 

dry out faster.  Heavier clay type 

soils need more time to dry out 

and are more susceptible to com-

paction.  Whilst they hold onto 

nutrients better soils with high 

water content can restrict the 

behaviour of plant roots in  

extracting the nutrients.  Air is 

important to nutrient availability 

in the soil profile, hence growing 

popularity of soil spikers. 

pH 
It can be easy to become  

complacent with lime but it can 

be costly if you don’t pay  

sufficient attention to your soil 

pH.  Regularly analyse your soils 

and apply lime as necessary.  

Mag-lime and gypsum are  

permitted for use under the SOPA 

standards; any other lime  

products check with the office 

prior to use and with your soil 

test results to hand.  Lime can 

take up to a year to work so 

please pay attention to your soil 

pH. 

 

Farm Yard Manure 

Well rotted manure is a cure-all 

for both clay and sandy soils: it 

will increase retention ability in 

light soils and improve friability in 

heavy soils.  The SOPA organic 

standards are specific in stating 

that using manures is the basis of 

soil fertility and should be  

managed carefully to ensure 

maximum nutrient value is  

recycled to the soil. Home pro-

duced manures should be stacked 

or composted for at least three 

months.  Non-organic manures 

cannot be imported or used  

without prior permission from the 

office. 

 

Organic Seed 
Availability of seed can be 

checked with Alison in the SOPA 

office on 0131 335 6606 or at 

www.organicxseeds.co.uk  

If a derogation for non-organic 

seed is required, you must  

complete the derogation form 

PRIOR to purchase. 



In a short space of time Tina has learned the value of looking at the 
farm as a “whole” entity, where every action has a reaction and that 
nothing exists in isolation.  This approach helps when tackling any 
problem and urges a degree of caution.  As organic farmers we are 
encouraged to consider what effects any changes we make may  
impact upon elsewhere, either on our own farms or environmentally. 
 Many of you may know Tina from her previous role at BOCM 
Pauls.  Tina explains “Customers may have thought I had dropped off 
the face of the earth but now I am looking forward to re-establishing 
contact this year.” 
Tina is also a second year student at Scottish Agricultural College, 
Aberdeen, studying for a Diploma in Organic Farming.  Specialising in 
certification, soil science, crops, livestock and forage, Tina is also un-
dertaking a project comparing lameness in organic and non-organic 
dairy farms. Advanced Nutrition have a full range of Organic com-
pounds for Dairy, Beef and Sheep as well as Organic Blends.  Also 
available are Organic blocks, additives such as Yeast and silage inocu-
lants.  Services offered by the Advanced Nutrition Team range from 
silage sampling, bespoke organic rations and exclusive comprehensive 
farm assessment involving a day on farm looking at any particular 
areas you wish to improve upon. 

Holistic Management Approach To Organic Farming 

 
Tina Morris – newest team member of Advanced Nutrition 

 
 

Advanced Ruminant Nutrition is an independent 
supply & consultancy company with years of agricul-

tural experience.  Tina Morris joined the Advanced 
Nutrition team in November 09.  The business’s main 
aim for all its customers is to help them increase 

their profitability, offering an holistic approach to 
farming which many of you have already embraced 

along with tailor made practical nutritional and  
management solutions. 
 

Tina Morris 
01768 361314 
07825445636 



FOR SALE 

100 round bales of organic red clover 
silage for sale. Tel Alick Hendry 
(SOPA 991) on 01343 547 082 

organic hay for sale. 100 round bales 
and 1000 wee bales. Contact John 
Medlock (SOPA 171) 01561 377356  

7 Angus-Fresian Heiffers, Fully      
Organic 19-22 Months Would bull 
Spring/Summer BVD and Lepto      
Vaccinated Contact Sandy Bergius 
(SOPA 452) 01896 860244 

Outdoor reared organic saddleback 
pigs for sale. Gilts stores and rearers 
- all bred from pedigree stock.      
Contact Ian 01776870214 sopa no 
296. 

5tonne Firth Oats (cleaned etc) and 
approx 5t feed oats (also Firth) Tel 
John Birch (SOPA 091) 01542 83 22 
98 

200-300 round bales of organic silage 
for sale. Contact John Medlock 
(SOPA 171) on 01561 377356 or 
email. 

Organic Stock Feed Potatoes for 
Sale.  Phone John Skea 07711 
807786 

20 Bulling heifers for sale. Selection 
of SIMX and AAX. Fully organic. Will 
bull this summer to calve at 2yr old in 
2011.  Phone Julie Duncan (SOPA 
868) Mobile 07709 036660 
 
Summer grazing in FIFE, 40 acres 2nd 
year white clover and grass ley.   
Cattle young stock preferred.  Able to 
look.  Tel Hugh Gillan (SOPA 927) 
mobile 07974 781 770 
 

WANTED 

Summer grazing for 20-60 organic 
Angus stirks (10mo). Dumfriesshire, 
or if further afield can you look the 
stock? Tel Ken or Lara Porter on 
01387370228 
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Scottish Organic Producers Associa-
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Climate Change Programme - Open to all  

Wednesday 17th February, Developing On-

farm Renewables, Cairngorms National 

Park Authority 

The Cairngorms National Park Authority 

(CNPA) will be hosting an On-farm Renew-

ables Hydro & Biomass event at Kincraig 

Community Hall, with an afternoon  visit to 

Alvie Estate. Speakers include Jim Booth, 

SAOS, Hugh Raven, Ardtornish Es-

tate,  Forestry Commission Scotland, Highland 

Birchwoods, RD Energy Solutions and Energy 

Saving Scotland.  Places at this event are free of 

charge, for land managers, farmers and agents 

working in the Park  Area. 

To book: CNPA will be handling bookings 

for this event. Please contact Andy Rockall 

or Sam Masson, tel 01479 870535/537.   

 

Climate Change Programme - Open to all 

Thursday 25thFebruary, Optimum Manure 

Management Event, New Deer, Aberdeen-

shire  

Wednesday 10thMarch, Optimum Manure 

Management Event, Auchincruive, Ayrshire  

The technical session in the morning will 

include presentations from SAC, Earthcare 

Technical & SGRPID. They will look at storage 

& handling, when, where 

 and how much to apply, putting a nutrient 

value on FYM/slurry, benefits to production, 

role & benefits of composting and the funding 

options under SRDP.  

 

The New Deer event will also include a visit 

to D & E Smith, Mains of Inkhorn, Ellon. 

 A lowland mixed farm finishing cattle, sheep 

and pigs. Crop rotation is 4-5 years grass then 4 

years cropping – winter barley, OSR, winter 

wheat, spring barley,  and grass undersown. 

 

The Auchincruive event includes a visit to 

Messrs WP Kerr & Sons, Low Dallars Farm, 

Riccarton 

 In summer 2008 a new 200 cow dairy unit was 

built. The cows are currently averaging about 

9000 litres and are TMR fed all year round and 

strip grazed in  

 paddocks during summer months. Cropping 

includes winter wheat for crimping, spring 

wheat for wholecrop, fodder beet with remain-

der down to grass for 

 grazing and silage. All slurry is umbilical 

spread using splash plate and sometimes by 

injector.  Slurry storage is about ½ million 

gallons. 

 

 The cost is £40.00 plus VAT. For further 

details call Lyn on 0131 666 0847 or email 

lmatheson@soilassociation.org to book call 

Erika on 0131 666 2474 or 

 email emartin@soilassociation.org 

diary dates classifieds 

Training workshop 

Demystifying the  

Organic  

Standards 
 

 

4th March 2010 
 

£20+VAT per person 
Glachbeg Education Centre,  
North Kessock, Inverness 
 

This training workshop will translate the  
organic standards into everyday language. 
You will learn what records you need to keep 
and how to prepare for an organic         
inspection.  We will explain the requirements 
for managing organic livestock and the 
importance of conversion start dates.   
PLUS Open Q&A Session 
 
Limited places so contact Debs Roberts for 
further information 
Direct Dial    0131 335 6619 
Mobile 0773322 8701 
Email  deborah.roberts@sfqc.co.uk  
  

We will run this training workshop 
later in March in the south.  If you 
are interested in reserving a space 
please contact Debs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organic Opportunities 2010 
Thursday 18th February - free and open 
to all. Morning conference with Industry 
and Scottish Government speakers 
followed by Farm tour at Culfargie  
Estate - prior booking  essential.   
Caroline Shahin 01224 711 073 or 
Richard Huxtable 01224 711072 
 
SAC DEMONSTRATION FARM WALK  

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT & 
PLANNING FOR 2010  
Tuesday, 9th March 2010 at 11am – 
3pm. Meet at Broughton Mains, 
Whithorn, Newton Stewart DG8 8HD 
(Courtesy of the McKay family)  
This event is free and open to all but 
booking is essential  
Richard Huxtable on 01224 711072 or 
David Keiley on 01776 702649  
 
 
SAC DEMONSTRATION FARM 
WALK Aikerness Farm (courtesy of 
Brian Ridland) Orkney. 25th February.  
Contact Mike Girvan on 01856 872698 

“An excellent    
refresher 

course.” 

Thursday 25th February 

The Highlands & Islands Organic       

Association (HIOA) is showing the film 
"The World According to Monsanto" at 
Eden Court 6.00pm. Admission is free, 
but donations will be welcomed.  
  
The screening will be followed by HIOA's 
AGM at 8pm. All are welcome to attend. 
Food will be provided, please email 
RSVP for catering purposes  
 enquiries@hioa.org.uk 


